
Paula Johnson 
 
I would like to officially submit my nomination for a position of director on the Board of Directors of 
NAFA. 
 
I am recently retired  from McMaster University where I managed a team of 16 individuals responsible 
for the recruitment of undergraduate students, both domestic and international. This position required 
me to navigate often conflicting needs of prospective students, faculty, upper administration and staff 
on a daily basis. It taught me the art of negotiation, conflict resolution, collaboration and leadership. All 
of these are skills are critical in being part of an organization like NAFA. 
 
I have been involved in dogs my entire life, starting with Dobermans and Collies and now sharing my life 
with my wife Kim and our 5 dogs (whippet, saluki, mini bull terriers and a mix). A lifetime member of 
Hamilton Dog Obedience club, where I taught puppy classes for over 25 years, I developed a passion for 
teaching. My strong people and communication skills served me well as a head instructor. 
 
A member of team Zoom! (Region 2) for the last 12 years, I found my stride with flyball. My team is my 
family and where I met my wife (team captain). Our focus is fun, friendship and of course food. I believe 
flyball is for all and a place can be found for every dog who wants to compete. It is not just for the top 
teams racing 14 seconds. It is just as much for that team that struggles to put together a 24 second 
team. If we want to continue to grow this sport we need to accept new people with non-traditional 
flyball dogs and help them catch the bug. 
 
My philosophy has always been to give back to organizations I benefit from participating in - which is 
why I decided to become a NAFA judge. I love being in the lanes and celebrating accomplishments of the 
teams, cheering for a perfect start or a new team milestone. It is also the reason I have decided to stand 
for the BOD. An organization such as NAFA has many competing ideas and perspectives that need to be 
balanced across all participants. Not an easy task. It needs people that are willing to step up and become 
part of the process and are able to listen and hear all sides of a discussion. I believe I am such a person. 
 
I have no illusions that this role will be an easy one, but I believe I am up to the challenge. 
 
Thank you for accepting my nomination. 
 
Paula Johnson 
Region 2 
Team Zoom! 912 
 


